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NEW YORK TIMES
8 January 1985

Robert Welch Jr. Dead at 85;
gder of John Birch Society

By ROBERT D. McFADDEN

Robert H. W. Welch Jr., the founder
and patriarch of the John Birch Soci-
ety;-died Sunday at the Winchester
Nufsing Home in Winchester, Mass. He { cam
was 8 years old and had been in poor
_health gince suffering a strcke in 1983,

Mr. Welch, who spent most of his
_ adult life in the candy business, led the
_ultraconservative anti-Communist
_John Birch Society for 25 years, from
its inception in 1858 until March 1983,

Avoluble,greprimsmanwlthrest-
Jess blue eyes and a fringe of white
hair, Mr. Welch was, for thousands of
Ame:rlennshthemsandmﬂrs,
prophetwithavisionofm-taldanga
_in what he said was a Communist con-
spiracy to infiltrate Government,
schools,busineas,thearcsandother
facets of national life.

It Waned After 1960°s

- Americans, however, re-
: Mr. Welch and his followers as
misguided

high
graduated from the
Unlverstty of North Carolina at 17.
-“He later studied for two years at the
United States Naval Academy at An-
napolis, and spent two years in law
schoo! at Harvard. Disillusioned with

moooomsalumlmtommmmm

Berantorpouﬂenlotﬂcemlyonee,
campaigning unsuccessfully for the
Republican nomination for lieutenant

of Massachusetts in 1950. In .

governor
the 1850’s, Mr. Welgh;'fanﬂedm Bmmm
vativemaguine ’s
and traveled widely, nequiringugmw
ing belief in the existence of intum.
tional Communist

To combat the he
Mr. Welch retired more than 30
years in the candy business, At a two-
day meeting in Indianapolis with ll
otber men in December 1954, he
fomdedtheJohnBirchSodety,thch
be dedicated to the goals of ‘“‘less gov-
u-nment,mmind!vidual responsibil- 1
ityandabetter

The society was named after an
American ofﬁcerkinedby
the Chinese Communists 10 da;
World War II, a man byMr
Welchasthe “first casualty” cf the
cold war. The society quickly attracted
;.:tedmm?owmmmammmw

On the of what he calied “an
accumulation of evidence,” Mr. Welch

called President Eisenhower “a dedi-
x1:1?;:1(1,<=0m¢iousagem"ol'theCom;mu-

.nist sympat.him
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Clamorovutbéaoclety’s influence
reached a crescendo at the time of the

proclaimed ‘‘extremism in the defense
of liberty is no vice”’ and ““‘moderation
mAtge&MMMuhmm .

society’s fortunes begln to
fade, its leaders became divided over

In 1961, inaclaﬂﬂcuﬂmforthe
press, Mr. Welch denied having ac-
cused Mr. Eisenhower and others of
beingCommm!sts. ‘Theywm

used by Communists,”

Mr. Welch is survived by his wife, the
former Marian Lucﬂle?mben.whom
he married in 1922; two sons, Hillard

WalmerandRoben:id,lndstxmnd-
children. .
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